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"^ REDUCED ^^^^F^ ^^^^^ ss 
The subject invention is directed to a Drocei.: f™ «.„,„ ' 

« olefin uttang the supported catalyst system of the invention, 
age. Further, the volume of solvent required to make a flower*, siuny is 

s at . r* 4 ukb ° f a *— . -»zr« 

™m, 2 e s the amount of sofven, reared for preparation would he advantageous. 
, "f mso,lhe P^"«momholo B yoonc em s.»vhenaslno,esiteoatalvsf fe 

hl" ^ ! n, °' hereaC,0r - Hinsuddenand 

sev <"* •«**>« - 'he catalyst particles ,eadlng to high fines 

una, aHlT 0 ' 6 ' ^ ,raa " tona ' •"»*» * no, achieve peak activity 

un« af ter the catalys, has been injected into the reactor. This may be in par, 

Presses, addaon o, M to me reactor can result ,„ mete, acMon . See (or 
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instance, Boor, John Jr., Ziegler-Natta Catalysts and Pnh, mori , Q «^ 197g 
Academic Press, NY. Chapter 1 8: Kinetics. 

To control the polymerization of at least one a-olefin by a single site 
constrained geometry or metallocene catalyst in a gas phase polymerization 
process, an in-reactor activation of metal sites on the carrier would be 
advantageous. However, this is not without difficulty. Typical single site 
constrained geometry and metallocene catalyst components, and activators for such 
catalyst components, such as methyl alumoxane and fluorinated aryl boranes and 
borates have low vapor pressures, making dual injection difficult. 

U.S. Patent 5,332,706 discloses a process for preparing a supported 
catalyst, comprising applying an alumoxane solution to a porous support, such that 
alumoxane solution is provided to the support in an amount insufficient to form a 
slurry thereof. The application contemplates adding a metallocene to the 
alumoxane solution prior to contacting with the support. 

U.S. Patent 5.625,01 5 discloses a process for preparing a supported 
catalyst, comprising spraying a solution of the catalyst and cocatalyst onto a 
support, wherein the solution is provided in such an amount that the pore volume of 
the support is exceeded. 

U.S. Patent 5,721 ,1 84 discloses a process for preparing a supported 
catalyst, comprising spraying a solution of the catalyst & cocatalyst onto a support 
disposed in a conical dryer. The application contemplates embodiments wherein 
the volume of catalyst solution is less than the pore vo. U me of the support. 

PCT Application WO 97/02297 discloses a method for forming a 
prepo.ymerized supported metallocene cata.yst system, comprising prepotymerizing 
a gaseous olefin monomer in the presence of a supported metallocene catalyst 
system wherein the pores of the catalyst system contain a volume of liquid equal to 
or less than the total pore volume of the supported catalyst system. 

PCT Application WO 97/291 34 disdoses a process for making a supported 
metallocene/afumoxane catalyst system. One embodiment contemplates adding 
solutrons of metallocene and alumoxane separately to the support, where the 
solut.on has a total volume in the range of from two to three times the total pore 
volume of the support. 
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U.S. Patent 5,422,325 discloses a process for making a supported catalyst 
system comprising slurrying a support in a solvent, and sequentially adding to the 
slurry a solution of a metallocene catalyst and a solution of an alumoxane 
cocatalyst. The disclosed process employs a drying step after the addition of both 
solutions is complete. 

Industry would find great advantage in a supported catalyst formulation that 
>s robust, has a delayed activity indicating extended shelf life, and is useful to 
polymerize a-olefins to form polymer particles having low fines (<125 m ), low 
agglomerates (>1500 m ), and an acceptable bulk density (>0.3 g/mL). 

Accordingly, the present invention is directed to a process for formulating a 
supported olefin polymerization catalyst that does not require exposure to excessive 
Q heat during any solvent removal steps, and which exhibits robust activity despite a 

1 d6lay b6tWeen the Proration of the supported catalyst system and its introduction 

into a polymerization reactor. 

| The subject invention further provides a process for preparing supported 

Cj catalyst systems that exhibit a decreased rate of catalyst activation at room 

£3 temperature. 

s 

fc: 10 particu,ar - the su b» e ct invention provides a process for preparing an olefin 

m polymerization catalyst comprising: 

W A - calcining silica at a temperature of 30 to 1000°C to form calcined 

silica, 

B. reacting the calcined silica with an agent selected from the group 
consisting of: 

i. Lewis acid alkylating agents, 

ii. silane or chlorosilane functionalizing agents, and 

iii. aluminum components selected from an alumoxane or an 
aluminum compound of the formula AIR 1 *r2 /( wherein R1 
independently each occurrence is hydride or R, R2 j s hydride, 
R or OR, x 1 is 2 or 3, y' is 0 or 1 and the sum of x* and y is 3, 

to form a support precursor having a specified pore volume, 
C applying to the support precursor a first solution in a compatible 
solvent of one of the following: 

(1) a complex of a metal of Groups 3-1 0 of the Periodic Table of 
the Elements or 
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P) a cocatalyst selected from (he group consisting of non- 
polymeric, non-oligomeric complexes capable of activating the 
complex of (0)(i) for the poVmerfcation of a-olefins 

pTot:,i;r remov,n9 the compame s * em ,o *™ * *~ 

°- appving to the supported procatalyst a second solution in a 

compatible solver, of the other of ,he catalys, o, cocatatys, of ,C) to 
form a supported catalyst, wherein the second solution is provided ,„ 
an amount such tha, 100 percent o, the pore volume o, the support 
precursor is not exceeded; and 
E- optionally removing the compatible solvent from the supported 

catalyst to form a recovered supported catalyst system 
The subject invention further provides a process for polymeria™ at least 
one a-olefin monomer comprising- enz.ng at least 



A 

j. 



preparing a supported cocatalyst by: 

calcining silica at a temperature of 30 to 1000°C to form 
calcined silica, 

»• reacting the calcined silica with an agent selected from the 
group consisting of: 

(a) Lewis acid alkylating agents, 

(b) silane or chlorosilane functioning agents, and 

(c) aluminum components selected from an alumoxane or 
an aluminum compound of the formula AIR^F^, 
wherein R1 Independently each occurrence is hydride 
or R, R2 rs nydridet R or OR, x- is 2 or 3, / is o on 
and the sum of x" and y' is 3, 

to form a support precursor having a specified pore volume 
»• applying to the support precursor a first solution in a 
compatible solvent of one of the following: 

(a) a complex of a metal of Groups 3-1 0 of the Periodic 
Table of the Elements or 

(b) a cocatalyst selected from the group consisting of non- 
polymeric, non-oligomeric complexes capable of 
activating the complex of (C)(i) forthe polymerization 
of a-olefins 
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and optionally removing the compatible solvent to form a 
supported procatalyst; 

iv. applying to the recovered supported procatalyst a second 
solution in a compatible solvent of the other of the catalyst or 
cocatalyst of (C) to form a supported catalyst, wherein the 
second solution is provided in an amount such that 100 
percent of the pore volume of the support precursor is not 
exceeded; and 

v. optionally removing the compatible solvent from the 
supported catalyst to form a recovered supported catalyst 
system; 

B. pressurizing a gas phase polymerization reactor with the at least one 
a-ofefin monomer to be polymerized; 

C. introducing the recovered supported catalyst system to the gas 
phase polymerization reactor; 

D. activating the recovered supported catalyst system; and 

E. recovering the polymerized product from the reactor. 

These and other embodiments are more fully described in the following 
detailed description. 

The supported catalyst systems of the invention will comprise a metal 
complex, a cocatalyst, and a support. 

Concerning the Metal Complex 

Suitable metal complexes for use in the practical the claimed invention 
include any complex of a metal of Groups 3-10 of the Periodic Table of the 
Elements capable of being activated to polymerize addition poiymerizable 
compounds, especially olefins. 

Suitable metal complexes may be derivatives of any transition metal 
including Lanthanides, but preferably of Group 3, 4, or Lanthanide metals which are 
in the +2, +3, or +4 formal oxidation state meeting the previously mentioned 
requirements. Preferred compounds include metal complexes (metailocenes) 
containing from 1 to 3 %-bonded anionic ligand groups, which may be cyclic or 
noncyclic delocalized 7C-bonded anionic ligand groups. Exemplary of such %- 
bonded anionic ligand groups are conjugated or nonconjugated, cyclic or non-cyclic 
dienyl groups, atlyl groups, and arene groups. By the term "^-bonded" is meant that 
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radical C 1 ' 2 ° branChed and c ^ c *W 

raaicals, C 6 . 20 aromatic radicals, C 7 on alkvl-suh^tit, 

zt, -=-^:rzr:-" 

form a divaient derivative thereof E^mnTT " ^ ^ t098ther 
Group 14 or 15 radical ITh " P SU ' tabl6 ^^^bstltuted 
methy.diethv.ln TT ^ e ^ethy,s ¥ 

dtl T Y " P 

d-methylphosphino, and 1 -pyrrolidine groups. 

Examples of suitable anionic dPln^i^oH u 

^r„r nV Pen,a<,ienVl ' **— ^ *yd ro a„,h ra cenv,, 
^hydroamhracenv,. and decahydroan^cenv, groups . as we „ ^ 

hydrocarbyl-subslituted derivatives lharoni p,„, ^ 

^=====£™==^ 

Phenylindenyl. "uorenyl, 2-methyhndenyl and 2-methy|-4- 

wherein: 
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X is an optional, diva.ent substituent of up to 50 non-hydrogen atoms that 
together with L forms a metallocycle with M; 

X' is an optional neutral Lewis base having up to 20 non-hydrogen atoms; 
X" each occurrence is a monovalent, anionic moiety having up to 40 non- 
hydrogen atoms, optionally, two X" groups may be covalently bound together 
form.ng a diva.ent dianionic moiety having both valences bound to M, or form a 
neutral, conjugated or nonconjugated diene that is .-bonded to M (whereupon M is 
« the + 2 oxidation state), or further optionally one or more X» and one or more X" 
groups may be bonded together thereby forming a moiety that is both cova.ently 
bound to M and coordinated thereto by means of Lewis base functionality; 

I is 1 or2; 

m is 0 or 1 ; 

n is a number from 0 to 3; 

p is. an integer from 0 to 3; and 

the sum, l +m+ p, is equal to the formal oxidation state of M. 
Such preferred complexes include those containing either one or two L 
groups. The .atter complexes inCude those containing a bridging group linking the 
two L groups. Preferred bridging groups are those corresponding to the formu.a 

2)x Wh6rein E iS silicon or carfa °n- R* independently each occurrence is 
hydrogen or a group selected from silyl, hydrocarbyl. hydrocarbyloxy and 
combinat^ thereof, said R* having up to 30 carbon or silicon atoms, and x is 1 
Ph!n y r R ' lndePendent,y 6aCh ° CCUrrence * benzy., tert-buty, or 

Examples of the foregoing bis(L) containing complexes are compounds 
corresponding to the formula: 
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R 3 

R 3 -<^1-R 3 

.3 MX» 2 
R 3 - ^&^ R 3 
R 3 R 3 



or 




wherein: 

R 3 in each occurrence independently is seleetprf t mm ^ 
R", E and x are as previously defined. 

ST-Err* as one w - « ^ g 0UP 

(1980). Examp.as o, ch lral stores ixfcd^^^ 

7 S m W " d et af ' O^anomet ChPrp, 232, 233-47, (1982). 
■ Exemplary bridged ligands containing two .-bonded groups are- 
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(dimethylsilyl-bis-ethylcyclopentadienyl, (dimethylsilyl-bis-t-butylcyclopentadienyl). 
(dimethylsilyl-bis-tetramethylcyclopentadienyO^dimethylsilyl-bis-indenyl), 
(dimethylsilyl-bis-tetrahydroindenyl),(dimeihytsily|-bis-ffuorenyl), (dimethylsilyl-bis- 
tetrahydrofluorenyl) ( (dimethylsilyl-bis-2-methyl-4-phenylindenyl), (dimethylsilyl-bis-2- 
methylindenyl), (dimethylsilyl-cyclopentadienyl-fluorenyl), (1,1,2, 2-tetramethyl-1 , 2- 
disilyl-bis-cyclopentadienyl). (1 , 2-bis(cy C lopentadienyl)ethane, and (isopropylidene- 
cyclopentadienyl-fluorenyi). 

Preferred X" groups are selected from hydride, hydrocarbyl, silyl, germyl, 
halohydrocarbyl, halosilyl, silylhydrocarbyl and aminohydrocarbyl groups, or two X" 
groups together form a divalent derivative of a conjugated diene or else together 
they form a neutral, ^-bonded, conjugated diene. Most preferred X" groups are C,. 
20 hydrocarbyl groups. 

A further class of metal complexes utilized in the present invention 
correspond to the formula: 

L|MX m X' n X"p, or a dimer thereof 
wherein: 

L is an anionic, deiocalized, ^-bonded group that is bound to M, containing 
up to 50 nonhydrogen atoms; 

M is a metal of Group 4 of the Periodic Table of the Elements in the +2, +3 
or +4 formal oxidation state; 

X is a divalent substituent of up to 50 non-hydrogen atoms that together with 
L forms a metallocycle with M; 

X' is an optional neutral Lewis base ligand having up to 20 non-hydrogen 

atoms; 

X" each occurrence is a monovalent, anionic moiety having up to 20 non- 
hydrogen atoms, optionally two X" groups together may form a divalent anionic 
moiety having both valences bound to M or a neutral C 5 . 30 conjugated diene, and 
further optionally X' and X" may be bonded together thereby forming a moiety that is 
both covalently bound to M and coordinated thereto by means of Lewis base 
functionality; 

I is 1 or2; 



m is 1; 
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n is a number from 0 to 3; 



I oxidation state of M. 



pis an integer from 1 to 2; and 

the sum, f +m+Pl is equal to the formal 

Preferred divalent X substituents oreferahh, i™r ^ 
30 nonhydrogen atoms comprising at .easTo ^ Up t0 

a member of Group u of SeloTr t ** * ^ ^ b °™ ° r 

~ 9 of nitrogen. P hos pho „ s , _ .^^^ ^ y 




wherein: 

M is titanium or zirconium in the +? nr r 

R 3 !n^ u + ^ or+4forr "aloxdationstatP- 

"aving up ,o 2 o noJU»^^ "? COm '* naSOnS ^ — «* 
divalem dsrivaflva (that ^TiT^^""' " 9r0Uf,S '^.herfom, a 
'o mi „ g a ^ 4 S " ad ' V ' 0r96,madiyl 9roUP ' 

Yis-O- -S-,-NRS-PR*.; and 

2 ' S SiR *2' CR *2- SiR* 2 SiR- 2 , C R» 2 CR* 2 , C R' =C R* C R« SiR- . 0 
wherein: R* is as previously defined. CR • CR 2 SiR 2 , or GeR* 2 , 

A further class of metal complexes u^t, >i 
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•N ^ r — ^ CT-CT 
M* X' 2 A- wherejn N N js Ar « nn 

• N 

M* is Ni(ll) or Pd(ll); 

X' is halo, hydrocarbyl, or hydrocarbyloxy: 

Ar* is an aryl group, especially 2,6-diisopropyiphenyl or aniline group; 

CT-CT is 1 ,2-ethanediyl, 2,3-butanediyl, or form a fused ring system wherein 
the two T groups together are a 1 ,8-naphthanediyl group; and 

A' is the anionic component of the foregoing charge separated activators. 

Similar complexes to the foregoing are also disclosed by M. Brookhart et al 
■n J, -Am.Chem .Son , 1 1 8, 267-268 (1 996) and J. Am. Oh.m w 1 1 7) 6414 - 
6415 (1 995), as being active polymerization catalysts especially for polymerization 
of a-olefins, either alone or in combination with polar comonomers such as vinyl 
chloride, alkyl acrylates and alkyl methacrylates. 

Additional complexes include derivatives of Group 3, 4, or Lanthanide metals 
containing from 1 to 3 ^-bonded anionic or neutral ligand groups, which may be 
cychc or non-cyclic delocalized rc-bonded anionic ligand groups. Exemplar of such 
rc-bonded anionic ligand groups are conjugated or nonconjugated, cyclic or non- 
cycl.c d,eny. groups, allyl groups, boratabenzene groups, and arene groups. By the 
term ^bonded" is meant that the ligand group is bonded to the transition metal by 
a sharing of electrons from a partially delocalized rc-bond. 

Each atom in the delocalized rc-bonded group may independently be 
substituted with a radical selected from the group consisting of hydrogen, halogen, 
hydrocarbyl, halohydrocarbyl, hydrocarbyloxy, hydrocarbylsulfide, 
dihydrocarbylamino, and hydrocarbyl-substituted metalloid radicals wherein the 
metalloid is seated from Group 14 of the Periodic Table of the Elements, and such 
hydrocarbyl-, halohydrocaryl-, hydrocarbyloxy-, hydrocarbylsulfide- 
dihydrocarbytemino- or hydrocarbyl-substituted metalloid radicals that are further 
subsftuted with a Group 15 or 1 6 hetero atom containing moiety. Included within 
the term "hydrocarbyl" are 0,. 2Q straight, branched and cyclic alky, radicals, C 6 . 20 
aromatic radicals, C 7 . 20 alkyl-substituted aromatic radicals, and C 7 . 20 aryl- 
substituted aikyl radicals. In addition two or more such radicals may together form a 
fused nng system, including partially or fully hydrogenated fused ring systems or 
they may form a metallocycle with the metal. Suitable hydrocarbyl-substituted 
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organometalloid radicals include mono, di- and tri-substituted organometalloid 
rad,cals of Group 14 elements wherein each of the hydrocarbyl groups contains 
from 1 to 20 carbon atoms. Examples of suitable hydrocarbyl-substituted organo- 
metalloid radicals include trimethylsilyl, triethylsilyl, ethyldimethylsilyl, methyldiethyl- 
s.lyl, tnphenylgermyl, and trimethylgermyl groups. Examples of Group 15 or 16 
hetero atom containing moieties include amine, phosphine, ether or thioether 
mo.eties or divalent derivatives thereof, for exampie, amide, phosphide, ether or 
th,oether groups bonded to the transition metal or Lanthanide metal, and bonded to 
the hydrocarbyl group or to the hydrocarbyl- substituted metalloid containing group. 

Examples of suitable anionic, delocalized rc-bonded groups include 
cyclopentadienyl, indenyl, fluorenyl, tetrahydroindenyl, tetrahydrofluorenyl, 
octahydrofiuorenyl, pentadienyl, cyclohexadienyl, dihydroanthracenyl, 
hexahydroanthracenyl, decahydroanthracenyl groups, and borataben'zene groups, 
as well as C 10 hydrocarbyl-substituted, C M „ hydrocarbyloxy-substituted dl(C 10 ' 
hydrocarbyOamino-substituted, ortri (C, 10 hydrocarbyl)si.yi-substituted derivatives 
thereof. Preferred anionic delocalized ^-bonded groups are cyclopentadienyl 

pentamethylcyclopentadienyl,tetram e thylc y clo P entadienyl,tetramethyl S ilylcyclo- 
pentad.enyl, indenyl, 2,3-dimethylindenyl. fluorenyl, 2-methylindenyl. 2-methyl-4- 
Phenylindenyl, tetrahydrofluorenyl, octahydrofiuorenyl, and tetrahydroindenyl. 

The boratabenzenes are anionic ligands which are boron containing 
analogues to benzene. They are previously known in the art having been described 
by G. Herberich, etal., in prqanometallios, 1995, 14, 1, 471-480. Preferred 
boratabenzenes correspond to the formula: 




wherein FT is selected from the group consisting of hydrocarbyl. silyl or 
germyi, said R» having up to 20 non-hydrogen atoms. In complexes involving 
divalent derivatives of such delocalized .-bonded groups one atom thereof is 
bonded by means of a covalent bond or a covalently bonded divalent group to 
another atom of the complex thereby forming a bridged system. 



- 12- 



WO 00/40623 

PCT/US99/28850 

the orZT^T^ * m6ta ' C ° mP ' eXeS that ^ be em P'°^ in the of 
me present invention include: 

cyclopentadienyftitantumtrimethyl, 

cyciopentadienyltitaniumtriethyl, 

cyclopentadienyltitaniumtriisopropyl, 

cyclopentadienyltitaniumtriphenyl, 

cyclopentadienyltitaniumtribenzyl, 

cyclopentadienyititanium-2,4-pentadienyl, 

cyclopentadienyltitaniumdimethylmethoxide, 

cyclopentadienyltitaniumdimethylchloride, 

pentamethylcyclopentadienyltitaniumtrimethyl, 
indenyltitaniumtrimethyl, 

indenyltitaniumtriethyl, 
O indenyltitaniumtripropyl, 
p indenyltitaniumtriphenyl, 
p tet rahydroindenyltitaniumtribenzyi, 
[P P entame thylcyclopentadienyltitaniumtriisopropy!, ■ 

=j pentame %icydopentadienyltitaniumtribenzyl, '' 

03 pentafneth ylcyc!opentadienyltitaniumdimethylmethoxide ( 

^ P^^f^e^'cyclopentadienyltitaniumdimethylchioride, 

g ^- 2 ' 4 - d 'methyl-1,3-pentadienyl)tifaniumtrimethyl t 

m octa Mrofluorenyltitaniumtrimethyl, 

U tetra hydroindenyltitaniumtrimethyi, 

g tetra Mrofluorenyltitaniumtrimethyl, 

(1 , 1 .2,3-tetramethyl-2,3,4,9,1 0-tH ,4,5,6,7,8- 
hexahydronaphthalenyptaniumtrimethyl, 



!L e ^! am ! d0,(tet ^^ 

iimethyl, 

< te ^uty^^ 



/t=^K^. ' ' J, " ,vpc,,iau,c ">^ aim einyisi!anetitanium 

/♦ ;t methyl "^"^ cl0 P entadien y | )-1.2-ethanediyltitanium 



(tert-bu^am^^ 

(aimethylamino)benzy!; 

(tert-buty^^ 1 ^ 

dipheny!-l f 3-butadiene, 

(tert-butyiamidoJt^methylindenyOdimethylsilanemani^^^ 1 ,4-diphenvi-i 3- 
butadiene, = ' 
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(tert-butylamido)(2-methylindenyl)dimethylsilanetitanium (IV) 1 ,3-butadiene 

(tert-butylamido){ 2l 3-dimethylindenyl)dimethylsilanetitanium (II) 1 .4- 
diphenyl-1 ,3-butadiene, 

(tert-b U tylamido)(2,3-dimethylinden y l)dimethylsilanetitanium (!V) 1 ,3-butadiene 
tert-but y lamido)(2,3-dimethylinden y i)dimethylsilanetitanium (II) 1 ,3-pentadiene' 
(tert-butylamido)(2-methylindenyl)dimethyl S ilanetitanium (II) 1 ,3-pentadiene 
(tert-butylamido)(2-methylinden y l)dimethyl S ilanetitanium (IV) dimethyl 

(tert-butylam i do)(2-methy I -4- P henylindenyl)dimeth y isilanetitanium (II) 1 ,4-diphenyl- 

1 ,3-butadiene, y 

(tert-buty.amido)(tetramethyl- n 5 -cyc.opentadienyl)dimethylsilanetitanium (IV) 1 3- 

butadiene, 

(tert-butylamidojaetramethyl-^-cyclopentadienyOdimethylsilanetitanium (II) 1 4- 
dibenzyl- 1 ,3-butadiene, 

(tert-butylamido)(t e tram e thyl- n 5 ^clo pe ntadienyl)dimethylsilanetitaniu m (II) 2 4- 

hexadiene, 

(tert-butylamidojaetramethyl-^-cyclopentadienyDdimethylsilanetitanium (..) 3-methy. 
1 ,3-pentadiene, y 

(tert-buty^ 

(tert-butylamido)(l.l-dimethyl-2,3,4,9,10- 1l -1.4,5,6 > 7 l8 -hexahydronaphth a .en-4- 

yl)dimethylsilanetitaniumdimethyi, 

(tert-buty.arnidOd ,1 ,2,3-tetra m ethy,-2,3,4,9,1 0- n -1 ,4,5,6,7,8-hexahydronaphthalen- 

4-yl)dimethylsllanetitaniumdimeth y i,. - 
(tert-butylamido)^ 

ert-buty| am ido)(3-(N- P yrro.idln y i)inden-1-y|)dimeth y isi te ' 

(tert.butylam.do)(3,4-cyclo P enta(/)phenanthren-2-yl)difnethy| S ilanetitanium14- 
diphenyl-1 ,3-butadiene. 

Bis(L) containing complexes including bridged complexes suitable for use in 
the present invention include: 

biscyclopentadienylzirconiumdimethyl, 

biscyclopentadienyltitaniumdiethyl, 

biscyclopentadienyltitaniumdiisopropyl, 

biscyclopentadienyltitaniumdiphenyl, 

biscyclopentadienylzirconium dibenzyl, 

biscyclopentadienyltitanium-2.4-pentadienyl, 

biscyclopentadienyltitaniummethylmethoxide, 

biscyclopentadienyltitaniummethylchloride, 

bispentamethylcyclopentadienyltitaniumdimethyl, 
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bisindenyltitaniumdimethyi, 

indenylfluorenyltitaniumdiethyl, 

bisindenyltitaniummethyl{2-(dimethy!amino)benzyI), 

bisindenyltitanium methylirimethylsilyl, 

bistetrahydroindenyltitanium methyltrimethylsilyl, 

bispentamethylcyclopentadienyititaniumdiisopropyl, 

bispentamethylcyclopentadienyltitaniumdibenzyl, 

bispentamethyfcyclopentadienyltitaniummethylmethoxide, 

bispentamethylcyclopentadienyltitaniummethylchloride, 

(dimethylsilyi-bis-cyclopentadienyOzirconiumdimethyl, 

{dimethylsilyI-bis-pentamethylcyclopentadienyl)titanium-2,4-pentadienyI T 

(dimethylsily!-bis-t-buty!cyciopentadienyl)zirconiumdichloride, 

(methylene-bis-pentamethyicyclopentadienyl)titanium(III) 2-(dimethylamino) benzyl, 

(dimethylsiiyl-bis-indenyl)zirconiumdichloride, 

(dimethyisilyi-bis-2-methylindenyI)zirconiumdimethyI f 

(dimethylsiiyi-bis-2-methy!-4-phenylindenyl)zirconiurndirnethyi t 

(dimethylsfly!-bis-2-methyiindenyl)zirconium-1,4-diphenyi-1,3-buta 

(dimethyIsiIyl-bis-2-methyl-4-phenylindenyI)zirconium (li) 1 f 4-diphenyl-1 ,3-butadiene, 

(dimethyisiiyl-bis-tetrahydroindenyl)zirconium(li) 1 ,4-diphenyi-1 ,3-butadiene, 

(dimethyisilyl-bis-fluorenyl)zirconiumdichloride, 

(dimethylsi!yl-bis-tetrahydrofluorenyI)zirconiumdi(trimethyfsH 

(isopropylidene)(cycIopentadienyl)(fluorenyI)zirconiumdibenzyl f and 

(dimethylsiiylpentamethylcyclopentadienyifluorenyl)zirconiumdimethyi. 
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an JZZZZZ T dered Ca,aly " Ca " y ^ ^ ~ - 

^3 2 .300. S,, 53 , 57 , 5 , 064 , 802 , 5j321l06i w7ss _ J-U^ 

a lum ,n C< " nb ' na "° nS °' Uwis «*• •*«** ths comHnalion of a » 

Pr0ton ■ and " C ° mPa " bte ' — A". As used L 

tons Jl a l„ T ^ an ' 0n 3 ^ me,a ' COmpte * — « 

— »» subs,«„ ent or fragment thereof |0 sa|d ^ (hereby fom|ng 
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neutral complexes. "Compatible anions" are anions which are not degraded to 
neutrality when the initially formed complex decomposes and are noninterfering with 
desired subsequent polymerization or other uses of the complex. 

Preferred anions are those containing a single coordination complex 
comprising a charge-bearing metal or metalloid core which anion is capable of 
balancing the charge of the active catalyst species (the metal cation) which may be 
formed when the two components are combined. Also, said anion should be 
sufficiently labile to be displaced by olefinic, diolefinic and acetyienicaliy unsaturated 
compounds or other neutral Lewis bases such as ethers or nitriles. Suitable metals 
include, but are not limited to, aluminum, gold and platinum. Suitable metalloids 
include, but are not limited to, boron, phosphorus, and silicon* Compounds 
containing anions which comprise coordination complexes containing a single metaf 
or metalloid atom are, of course, well known and many, particularly such 
compounds containing a single boron atom in the anion portion, are available 
commercially. 

Preferably such cocatalysts may be represented by the following general 
formula: 

(L*-H) d + (A')* 

wherein: 

L* Is a neutral Lewis base; 

(L*-H)+ is a Bronsted acid; 

A ,d_ is a noncoordinating, compatible anion having a charge of d-, and 
d is an integer from 1 to 3. 

More preferably A ,d * corresponds to the formula: {M*Q 4 ]"; 
wherein: 

M* is boron or aluminum in the +3 formal oxidation state; and 

Q independently each occurrence is selected from hydride, dialkylamido, 
haiide, hydrocarbyl, halohydrocarbyl, halocarbyl, hydrocarbyioxide, hydrocarbyloxy 
substituted-hydrocaitoyt, organometal substituted-hydrocarbyl, organometailoid 
substituted-hydrocarbyl, halohydrocarbyloxy r halohydrocarbytoxy substituted 
hydrocarbyl, halocarbyl- substituted hydrocarbyl, and halo- substituted 
silylhydrocarbyl radicals (including perhafogenated hydrocarbyl- perfialogenated 
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In a more preferred embodiment, d is one that k ,h« 
** negate charge and is A'". Acting oo^ZZ 3 
Particuiariy usetu, ,„ ,„ e prepare of J£^£T° "**' *'* 
-presented by the toiiowino genera, f 0miui r " ^ 

(L*-H)'(BQ 4 )' ; 

wherein: 

L* is as previously defined; 

B is boron in a formal oxidation state of 3- and 

mention are ^'-substituted w^J^^ *~ '~ - 

trimethylammoniumtetraphenylborate 

methyldioctadecylammoniumtetraph en y, b orate 
tnethylammonfum tetraphenylborate, 

tripropyiammoniumtetraphenylborate, 
tri(n-buty|)ammonlum tetraphenylboraie 

N.N-d.methylanHinium tetraphenylborate 

N,N-d,ethylaniliniumtetraphenylborate 
N ; N-di me ^^ 

tnmethy Ia mmonium tetrakis( P entafluoropheny| } borate ' 
tnethyternrnoniumtetra^pentafluorophenyObo 
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tripropylammonium tetrakis(pentafluorophenyl)borate, 

tri(n-butyl)ammoniumtetrakis(pentafluorophenyl)borate, 

tri(sec-butyl)ammonium tetrakis(pentaf!uorophenyl)borate, 

N,N-dimethylaniliniumtetrakis(pentafluorophenyl)borate, 

N,N-diethylanilinium tetrakis(pentafluorophenyl)borate, 

N,N-dimethyl(2,4,6-trimethylaniKnium) tetrakis(pentafluoraphenyi)borate, 
trimethylammoniumtetrakis(2,3,4,6-tetrafluorophenyl)borate, 
triethylammonium tetrakis(2,3A6-tetrafluorophenyl)borate, 
tripropylammonium tetrakis(2,3,4,6-tetrafluorophenyl)borate, 
tri(n-butyl)ammoniumtetrakis(2,3,4.6-tetrafluorophenyl)borate, 
dimethyl(t-butyl)ammonium tetrakis(2,3,4,6-tetrafluorophenyI)borate, 
N.N-dimethylanilinium tetraWs^.SAe-tetrafluorophenylJborate, 
N,N-diethylaniliniumtetrakis{2,3,4,6-tetrafluorophenyl)borate, and 
N,N-dimethyl-(2,4 I 6-trimethy!anriinium)tetrakis-(2,3,4 1 6-tetraflu 0 rophen^ 
Dialkyl ammonium salts such as: 

dioctadecylammoniumtetrakis(pentafluorophenyljborate, 
ditetradecylammonium tetrakis(pentafluorophenyl)borate, and 
dicyciohexylammonium tetrakis(pentafluorophenyl)borate. 

Tri-substituted phosphonium salts such as: 
triphenylphosphoniumtetrakis(pentafluorophenyl)borate, 
methyldioctadecylphosphon!umtetrakis(pentafluorophenyl)borate, and 
tri(2,6-dimethylphenyl)phosphonium tetrakis(pentafluorophenyl)borate. 

Especially preferred are tetrakis(pentafiuorophenyl)borate salts of long chain 
alkyl mono- and disubstituted ammonium complexes, especially Cu-C^ alkyl 
ammonium complexes, especially methyldi(octadecyl)ammonium 
tetrakis(pentafluorophenyl)borate and methyldi(tetradecyl)-ammonium 
tetrakis(pentaf luorophenyl)borate, or mixtures including the same Such mixtures 
include protonated ammonium cations derived from amines comprising two C 14 , C 16 
or C 18 alkyl groups and one methyl group. Such amines are available from Witco 
Corp., under the trade name Kemamine™ T9701. and from Akzo-Nobel under the 
trade name Armeen™ M2HT. 

Another suitable ammonium salt, especially for use in heterogeneous 
catalyst systems is formed upon reaction of a organometal compound, especially a 
tri(C 1 -6alkyl)aluminum compound with an ammonium salt of a 
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hydroxyaryltris(fluoroaryl)borate compound. The resulting compound is an 
organometaloxyaryltris^IuoroaryDborate compound which is generally insoluble in 
aliphatic liquids. Typically, such compounds are advantageously precipitated on 
support materials, such as silica, alumina or trialkylaluminum passivated silica to 
form a supported cocatalyst mixture. Examples of suitable compounds include the 
react.on product of a tri( Cl . 6 alkyl)aluminum compound with the ammonium salt of 
hydroxyaryltris(aryl)borate. Suitable hvdroxyarvltris(aryl)-borates include the 
ammonium salts, especially the forgoing long chain alkyl ammonium salts of: 
(4-dimethylaluminumoxy-1-pheny!)tris(pentafluorophenyl)borate, 

(4-dimethy| a luminumoxy-3,5-di(trimethylsilyl)-1-phenyl)tri S (pentafluorophe ny i)borate 

(4-d l methylaluminumoxy-3,5-di(t-butyl)-1-phenyl)tris(pentafluoro P henyl)borate. 

(4-dimethylaluminumoxy-1-benzyl)tris(pentafluorophenyl)borate, 

(4-dimethylaluminumoxy-3-methyM-phenyl)tris(pentafluorophenyl)borate, 

(4-dimethylaluminumoxy-tetrafluoro-1-phenyl)tiis(pentafluorophenyl)borate, 

(5-dimethylaluminumoxy-2-naphthyl)tris(pentafluorophenyl)borate, 

4-(4-dimethylaluminumoxy-1-phenyl)phenyltris(pentafluorophenyl)borate, 

4-(2-(4-(dimethylaluminumoxyphenyl)propane-2- 

yl)phenyloxy)tris(pentafluorophenyl)borate, 

(4-diethylaluminumoxy-1-phenyl)tris(pentafluorophenyl)borate, 
(4-diethylaluminumoxy-3,5-di(trimeth y i S il y |)-i- p henyl)tris(pentafluoro P henyl)bo^ 
(4-d.ethylaluminumoxy-3,5-di(t-butyl)-1-phenyl)tris(pentafluorophenyl)borate, 
(4-diethylaluminumoxy-1-ben2yl)tris(pentafluorophen y i)borate, 

(4-diethylaluminum 0 xy-3-methyl-1-phenyl)tris(pentafluorophenyl)borate, 

(4-diethylaluminumoxy-tetrafluoro-1-phenyl)tris(pentafluorophenyl)borate, 

(5-diethylaluminumoxy.2-naphthyl)tris(pentafluorophenyl)borate, 

4-(4-diethy1aluminumoxy-1-phenyl)phenyltris(pentafluorophenyl)borate, 
4-(2-(4-(diethylalumlnumoxyphenyl)propane-2- 

yl)phenyloxy)tris(pentafluorophenyI)borate, 

(4-diisopropylaluminumoxy-1- P henyl)tris(pentafluorophenyl)borate, 

(4-diisopropylaluminumoxy-3,5-di(trimethylsilyl)-1- 

phenyl)tris(pentafluorophenyl)borate, 

(4-diisop r opyl a | um inum 0 x y -3,5-di(t-butyl)-1-phenyl)tris(pentafluorophenyl)borate, 

(4-di.sopropylaluminumoxy-1-ben2yl)tris(pentafluorophenyl)borate, 

(4-diisopropylaluminumoxy-3-methyM-phenyl)tris( P entafluorophenyl)borate, 

(4-dii S opropylaluminumoxy-tetrafluoro-1-phenyl)tri S (pentafluorophenyl)borate. 

(5-diisopropyJaluminumoxy-2-naphthyl)tris(pentafluorophenyl)borate, 
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4-(4-diisopropyIaluminumoxy-1-phenyl)ph and 

4-(2-(4-(diisopropylaluminumoxyphenyl)propane-2- 

yl)phenyloxy)tris(pentafluorophenyl)borate. 

An especially preferred ammonium compound is methylditetra- 
decylammonium (4-diethylaluminumoxy-1-phenyl)tris(penta-fiuorophenyl)borate, 
methyldihexadecylammonium (4-diethyla!uminumoxy-1-phenyi)tris(penta- 
fluorophenyl)borate, methyidioctadecyl-ammonium (4~diethylalumrnumoxy-1 - 
phenyl)tris(pentafiuorophenyl)borate, and mixtures thereof. The foregoing 
complexes are disclosed in U.S. Patents 5,834,393 and 5,783,512. 

Another suitable ion forming, activating cocatalyst comprises a salt of a 
cationic oxidizing agent and a noncoordinating, compatible anion represented by 
the formula: 

(Ox^) d (A ,d ") e , wherein 

Ox** is a cationic oxidizing agent having a charge of e+; 
e is an integer from 1 to 3; and 
A' d * and d are as previously defined. 

Examples of cationic oxidizing agents include: ferrocenium, hydrocarbyi- 
substituted ferrocenium, Ag + ' or Pb +2 Preferred embodiments of A ,d ~ are those 
anions previously defined with respect to the Bronsted acid containing activating 
cocatalysts, especially tetrakis(pentafiuorophenyl)borate. 

Another suitable ion forming, activating cocatalyst comprises a compound 
which is a salt of a caibentum ion and a noncoordinating, compatible anion 
represented by the formula: 

wherein: 

© + is a d-20 carbenium ion; and 

A" is a noncoordinating, compatible anion having a charge of -1 . A preferred 
carbenium ion is the trityl cation, that is, triphenylmethylium. 
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by ^ I™,". V ^ 3 * ™ an,on represented 

R3S[(X')A'- 
wherein: 

R is d.-to hydrocarbyl; 
X* is hydrogen or R; and 
A" is as previously defined. 

te , ra „- S " V "' Um ^ aCt ' Va,ln9 COCa, * S,s are <*>ethy,si,y,,u m 

ethersubstituted adducts thereof. Sllylium sails hav» h„„ • 

Certain completes of alcohols. mercaptans, stands, arid OJ!|mes 

~ r: pheny0borane are ~ — -~ «- 

17* Z PrGSent SUCh COCat * te ™ ~ 



1 -10 od to To , employ preferably ranges (rom 

o , i T , m0repreferab, V™ 1*00* .0:,, most prefers from , 10to 

Pre erably emp,^ , n a ^ ra[(o , 0 me ^ x V 

a—rrr ,oe:i m ~**- » »*>. 

r i: to :; h :r T" pre,era * ,he and a ^ ™ 
.o 75 " ppo ,n an amoun ' oi ,rom 5 1 ° 2o °' m ° re ~v W 

xo /b micromoles per gram of support. 

unsa«uIiT rt Ca,alyS,S ^ " e ""' '° P0,yme,,Ze e * 1 " enfcall >' 

unsaturated monomers having from 2 10 , 00i000 ^ a|om J J 

combtnatlor, Preferred „_ ,„ du de the C,,, ^e„„s especla Jh^e 

ITCZTT' , " bU,ene ' 1 ~ ' 3 -"V'-1~. 4- 

methvM-pentene. ,-ootene. 1-dece„e, long chain macromolecular a-oleta. and 
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mixtures thereof. Other preferred monomers include styrene, Ci„4 alkyi substituted 

styrene, tetrafluoroethylene, vinyibenzocyclobutane, ethyfidenenorbornene, 1,4- 
hexadiene, 1 ,7-octadiene, vinylcyclohexane, 4-vinylcyclohexene, divinylbenzene, 
and mixtures thereof with ethylene. Long chain macromolecular a-olefins are vinyl 
terminated polymeric remnants formed in situ during continuous solution 
polymerization reactions. Under suitable processing conditions such long chain 
macromolecular units are readily polymerized into the polymer product along with 
ethylene and other short chain olefin monomers to give small quantities of long 
chain branching in the resulting polymer. Most preferably the present metal 
complexes are used in the polymerization of propylene to prepare polypropylene 
having a high degree of isotacticity. 

In general, the polymerization may be accomplished at conditions well 
known in the prior art for Ziegler-Natta or Kaminsky-Sinn type polymerization 
reactions, such as temperatures from 0 to 250°C and pressures from atmospheric to 
1000 atmospheres (0.1 to 100 MPa). Suspension, solution, slurry, gas phase or 
other process conditions may be employed if desired. The support, if present, is 
preferably employed in an amount to provide a weight ratio of catalyst (based on 
metal):support from 1 :1 00,000 to 1 :1 0, more preferably from 1 :50,000 to 1 :20, and 
most preferably from 1:10,000 to 1:30. Suitable gas phase reactions may utilize 
condensation of the monomer or monomers employed in the reaction, or of an inert 
diluent to remove heat from the reactor. 

In most polymerization reactions the molar ratio of catalyst:polymerizable 
compounds employed is from 10" 12 :1 to 1(f 1 :1, more preferably from 10* 12 :1 to 
10" 5 :1. 

Suitable solvents or diluents for polymerization via a solution or sluny 
process are noncoordinating, inert liquids. Examples include straight and branched- 
chain hydrocarbons such as isobutane, butane, pentane, hexane, heptane, octane, 
and mixtures thereof; cyclic and alicyclic hydrocarbons such as cyclohexane, 
cycloheptane, methylcyciohexane, methylcycloheptane, and mixtures thereof; 
perfluorinated hydrocarbons such as perfluorinated C4.10 alkanes, and aromatic and 
alkyl-substituted aromatic compounds such as benzene, toluene, and xylene. 
Suitable solvents also include liquid olefins which may act as monomers or 
cornonomers including ethylene, propylene, 1-butene, butadiene, cyclopentene, 
1-hexene, 3-methyM-pentene, 4-methyl-1-pentene, 1 f 4-hexadiene, t ,7-octadiene, 
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1-octene, 1-decene, styrene, divinylbenzene, ethylidenenorbornene, allylbenzene, 
v-ny tduene (deluding a,, isomers a.one or in admixture), 4-viny.cyc.ohexene, and 
v.nylcyclohexane. Mixtures of the foregoing are also suitable. 

The catalysts may a.so be utilized in combination with at least one additional 
homogeneous or heterogeneous polymerization catalyst in the same or in separate 
reactors connected in series or in parallel to prepare polymer blends having 
des.rab.e properties. An example of such a process is disclosed in WO 94/00500 
as well as United States Patent No. 5,869,575. 
Concerning tho Q..p p ^rt 

Preferred supports for use In .he present invention include highly porous 
silicas, aluminas, aluminosilicates. and mixtures thereof. The most preferred 
-~terial „ siBoa . ne support matetel ^ ^ ^ 

pelleted, or any other physical form. Suitable materials include, bu, are no, iimited 
to. s,„oas avaltabie from Grace Davison (division o, W.R. Grace » Co.) under the 
designations SD 32,6.30, Davison Syioid 245, Davison 948 and Davison 952, and 
from Crossfield under the designation ES70. and from Degussa AG under the 
designation Aerosi, 8, 2 ; and aluminas available from Akzo Chemicals ,nc. underthe 
designation Ketzen Grade B. 

Supports suitable for the present invention preferably have a surface area as 
determined by nitrogen perimetry using the B.E.T. method from 10 to 1000 m 2/ g 
and preferab.y from 100 to 600 m^/g. The pore volume of the support, as 
determined by nitrogen adsorption, advantageously is from 0.1 to 3 cm3/g 
preferably from 0.2 to 2 cm3/ g . The average particle size depends upon the 
process empioyed, but typically is from 0.5 to 500 urn, preferably from 1 to 1 00 urn. 

hvnrn ?r SHiCa a ' Umjna ^ kn ° Wn t0 inherent,y possess sma » ^antities of 
hydroxy, functionality. When used as a support herein, these materials are 

preferably subjected to a heat treatment and/or chemical treatment to reduce the 

"zztt^- Typica,heau ^^ 

*om 30 C to 1 000'C (preferably 250'C to 800»C for 5 hours or greater) for a 
duration of 10 minutes to 50 hours in an inert atmosphere or air or under reduced 
pressure, that is, at a pressure of less than 200 Torr. When calcination occurs 
under reduced pressure, preferred temperatures are from 100 to 800°C Residual 
hydroxy, groups are then removed via chemica. treatment. Typica. chemical 
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treatments include contacting with Lewis acid alkylating agents such as 
trihydrocarbyl aluminum compounds, trihydrocarbylchlorosilane compounds, 
tnhydrocarbylalkoxysilane compounds or similar agents. 

The support may be functionalized with a silane or chlorosilane 
f unctionalizing agent to attach thereto pendant silane -(Si-R)=, or chlorosilane -(Si- 
Cl)= functionality, wherein R is a C„„ hydrocarby. group. Suitable functionalizing 
agents are compounds that react with surface hydroxyl groups of the support or 
react w,th the silicon or aluminum of the matrix. Examples of suitable functioning 
agents mclude phenylsilane, hexamethyldisilazane diphenylsilane, 
methylphenylsilane, dim ethyls ilane, diethylsilane, dichlorosilane, and 
dichlorodimethylsilane. Techniques for forming such functionalized silica or alumina 
compounds were previously disclosed in U.S. Patents 3,687,920 and 3,879,368. 

In the alternative, the nationalizing agent may be an aluminum component 
selected from an alumoxane or an aluminum compound of the formula AIRl„R2 y , 
wherein R 1 independently each occurrence is hydride or R, R 2 is hydride, R or OR. 
X' is 2 or 3, y' is o or 1 and the sum of x' and y* is 3. Examples of suitable R 1 and ' 
R 2 groups include methyl, methoxy, ethyl, ethoxy, propyl ( all isomers), propoxy (all 
.somers), butyl (all isomers), butoxy (all isomers), phenyl, phenoxy, benzyl and 
benzyloxy. Preferably, the aluminum component is selected from the group 
consisting of aluminoxanes and tri(C^ hydrocarbyl)aluminum compounds. Most 
preferred aluminum components are aluminoxanes, trimethylaluminum, 
triethylaluminum, tri-isobutyialuminum, and mixtures thereof. 
Such treatment typically occurs by: 

(a) adding to the calcined silica sufficient solvent to achieve a slurry; 

(b) adding to the slurry the agent in an amount of 0.1 to 5 mmol agent 
per gram of calcined silica, preferably 1 to 2.5 mmol agent per gram 
of calcined silica to form a treated support; 

(c) washing the treated support to remove unreacted agent to form a 
washed support, and 

(d) drying the washed support by heating and/or by subjecting to 
reduced pressure. 

Aiumoxanes (also referred to as aluminoxanes) are oligomeric or polymeric 
aluminum oxy compounds containing chains of alternating aluminum and oxygen 
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The support, as calcined and as reacted with a functioning agent is 
referred to herein as a "support precursor". The support precursor, to which the 
f trst solution of either the metal complex or the cocatalyst in a compatible solvent 
has been applied and from which the compatible solvent is optionally removed is 
referred to herein as a "supported procataiyst." The supported procata.yst, to which 
the second solution of the other of metal complex or the cocatalyst in a compatible 
soivent has been applied and from which the compatible solvent is optionally 
removed, is referred to herein as a "supported catalyst." The support precursor the 
supported procataryst. and the supported catalyst will advantageously have a pore 
volume, as determined by nitrogen adsorption, which is from 0.1 to 3 cm 3 /g 
preferably from 0.2 to 2cm 3 /g. 

The process for preparing the supported catalyst system of the invention is 
advantageous, in that the catalyst and cocatalyst are not mixed prior to depositing 
them on the support. This accords the catalyst system with improved stability during 
the preparation process. 

The process of the invention is further advantageous in that it minimizes the 
use of solvent in the deposition step. This minimizes any catalyst deactivation 
caused by exposure to elevated temperatures and/or vacuum, or by incomplete 
solvent removal. This also translates to economic advantages attributable to 
reduced solvent handling. 

In one preferred embodiment of the invention, a sequential double 
impregnation technique in employed. In particular, in this preferred embodiment of 
the ,nvent«on, the support precursor is sequentially contacted by a first solution of 
ether the metal complex or the cocatalyst, and thereafter by a second solution of 
the other of the metal complex or the cocatalyst. In each of the two contacting 
steps, the contacting solution will be provided in an amount such that 100 percent of 
the pore volume of the support precursor is at no time exceeded. Optionally the 
support precursor may be dried to remove compatible solvent after the contacting 
w.th the first solution. This feature, however, is not required, provided the solid 
remains as a dry, free-flowing powder. This embodiment is advantageous, in that 
batch reactor experiments suggest that it leads to a catalyst exhibiting an improved 
kinetrc profile and a lower exotherm than a catalyst prepared by slurrying the 
support precursor in a solution of both the metal complex and the cocatalyst 
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may lead to improved performance in the polymerization reactor and improved 
polymer morphology. 

in the formation of the first and second solutions utilized in the process of 
the invention, exemplary compatible solvents include aliphatic and aromatic 
hydrocarbons, such as hexane, heptane, ISOPAR™E mixed aliphatic hydrocarbon 
mixture (available from Exxon Chemical Company), and toluene. Such a 
compatible solvent will be selected in part on the basis of the solubility of the metal 
complex or cocatalyst to be dissolved therein, as will be evident to one skilled in the 
art. 

As set forth above, it may be desirable during the process to remove 
compatible solvent (after the applying of the first solution and/or after the applying of 
the second solution) to ensure that the amount of solvent present does not exceed 
the pore volume of the support precursor. As stated above, minimum solvent 
translates to greater stability during drying, particularly in the case of heat sensitive 
metal complexes and/or cocataiysts, as well as handling benefits associated with 
the production of a free-flowing material, as opposed to an agglomerated mass* 
Such solvent removal will be achieved by applying to the slurry a vacuum of from 
0.05 to 1 50 Torr, preferably from 0.05 to 40 Torr and/or by heating the slurry to a 
temperature of from 0 to 60°C, preferably from 20 to 40°C, with the understanding 
that when a vacuum is applied, any tempefature of heating may be correspondingly 
reduced. 

Concerning the Presence of Scavengers 

The supported catalysts of the invention may also be used In combination 
with a tri(hydrocarbyl)aluminum compound having from 1 to 10 carbons In each 
hydrocarbyl group, an oHgomeric or polymeric alumoxane compound, a 
di(hydrocarbyl)(hydrocart>ylo^)aluminum compound having from 1 to 10 carbons in 
each hydrocarbyl or hydrocarbyioxy group, or a mixture of the foregoing 
compounds, if desired. These aluminum compounds are usefully employed for their 
beneficial ability to scavenge impurities such as oxygen, water, and aldehydes from 
the polymerization mixture. Preferred aluminum compounds include C2-6 trialkyl 
aluminum compounds, especially those wherein the alkyl groups are ethyl, propyl, 
isopropyi, n-butyt, isobutyf, pentyl, neopentyl, or isopentyl, and methylalumoxane, 
modified methylalumoxane and diisobutylalumoxane. ^ 



-29- 



WO 00/40623 

The catalysts, whether or not supported in anv of »h 

whether gas phase, so.ution. urry o ^l^ 7^ ^ ^ 

unsaturated monomers acetvlenio ,n ' nC ' Ude etn y' e n'cally 

example covins having from 2 , 0 100 £TT * '°' 

1-«ecene, Lundecene, ,-dodecene 1 " , "° Ctene ' '- n °" e ^ 

«- c. - ^ o rc „ m ji; ::r: :rr ne ' , -~ ne ' 

terminated olioom.ri. „ , 8,1 as lon9 chain v '""yl 

p^-j^r^nr ,T ion " ,omed d ^ - 
oneo rmo , of _ 0 r~;r~r neand/orpro ^^ 

halo- or a, M subsWute[l "* ™« «"««>« Mri. slyrene , 

- - atoned m o™el~~ ^ 

Long chain maoromoleculaf o-olelins ran h. .- . 



30- 



WO 00/40623 PCT/US99/28850 

invention. Under suitable processing conditions such long chain macromolecuiar 
units may be polymerized into the polymer product along with ethylene and other 
short chain olefin monomers to give small quantities of long chain branching in the 
resulting polymer. In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the resultant 
polymers will be characterized as being substantially linear polymers, as described 
and claimed in U.S. Patent Nos. 5,272,236, 5,278,272, and 5,665,800. 

General Polymerization Conditions 

In general, the polymerization may be accomplished at conditions well 
known in the prior art forZiegler-Natta or Kaminsky-Sinn type polymerization 
reactions. Suspension, solution, slurry, gas phase or high pressure, whether 
employed in batch or continuous form or other process conditions, may be 
employed if desired. Examples of such well known polymerization processes are 
depicted in WO 88/02009, U.S. Patent Nos. 5,084,534; 5,405,922; 4,588,790; 
5,032,652; 4,543,399; 4,564,647; 4,522 y 987, and elsewhere. Preferred 
polymerization temperatures are from 0 to 250°C. Preferred polymerization 
pressures are from 2 x 1 0 5 to 1 x 1 0 7 Pa. 

The process of the present invention can be employed to advantage in the 
gas phase copolymerization of olefins. Gas phase processes for the polymerization 
of olefins, especially the homopolymerization and copolymerization of ethylene and 
propylene, and the copolymerization of ethylene with higher ct-olefins such as, for 
example, 1-butene, 1-hexene, 4-methyl-1-pentene are well known in the art. Such 
processes are used commercially on a large scale for the manufacture of high 
density polyethylene (HOPE), medium density polyethylene (MDPE), linear low 
density polyethylene (LLDPE) and polypropylene. 

The gas phase process employed can be, for example, of the type which 
employs a mechanically stirred bed or a gas fluidized bed as the polymerization 
reaction zone. Preferred is the process wherein the polymerization reaction is 
carried out in a vertical cylindrical polymerization reactor containing a fluidized bed 
of polymer particles supported above a perforated plate, the fluidization grid, by a 
flow of fluidization gas. 

The gas employed to fluidize the bed comprises the monomer or monomers 
to be polymerized, and also serves as a heat exchange medium to remove the heat 
of reaction from the bed. The hot gases emerge from the top of the reactor, 
normally via a tranquilization zone, also known as a velocity reduction zone, having 
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a wider diameter than the fluidized bed and wherein fine particles entrained in the 
gas stream have an opportunity to gravitate back into the bed. It can also be 
advantageous to use a cyclone to remove ultra-fine particles from the hot gas 
stream. The gas is then normally recycled to the bed by means of a blower or 
compressor and a one or more heat exchangers to strip the gas of the heat of 
polymerization. 

A preferred method of cooling of the bed, in addition to the cooling provided 
by the cooled the recycle gas, is to feed a volatile liquid to the bed to provide an 
evaporative cooling effect. The volatile liquid employed in this case can be, for 
example, a volatile inert liquid, for example, a saturated hydrocarbon having 3 to 8, 
preferably 4 to 6, carbon atoms. In the case that the monomer or comonomer itself 
■s a volatile liquid, or can be condensed to provide such a liquid, this can be suitably 
be fed to the bed to provide an evaporative cooling effect. Examples of olefin 
monomers which can be employed in this manner are olefins containing 3 to 8, 
preferably 3 to 6 carbon atoms. The volatile liquid evaporates in the hot fluidized 
bed to form gas which mixes with the fluidizing gas. If the volatile liquid is a 
monomer or comonomer, it will undergo some polymerization in the bed. The 
evaporated liquid then emerges from the reactor as part of the hot recycle gas, and 
enters the compression/heat exchange part of the recycle loop. The recycle gas is 
cooled in the heat exchanger and, if the temperature to which the gas is cooled is 
below the dew point, liquid will precipitate from the gas. This liquid is desirably 
recycled continuously to the fluidized bed. It is possible to recycle the precipitated 
liquid to the bed as liquid droplets carried in the recycle gas stream. This type of 
process is described, for example, in EP 89691 ; U.S. Patent 4,543,399- WO 
94/25495 and U.S. Patent 5,352,749. A particularly preferred method of recycling 
the hquid to the bed is to separate the liquid from the recycle gas stream and to 
reject this liquid directly into the bed, preferably using a method which generates 
fme droplets of the liquid within the bed. This type of process is described in BP 
Chemicals' WO 94/28032. 

The polymerization reaction occurring in the gas fluidized bed is catalyzed by 
the continuous or semi-continuous addition of catalyst. Such catalyst can be 
supported on an inorganic or organic support material as described above. The 
catalyst can also be subjected to a prepolymerization step, for example, by 
polymerizing a small quantity of olefin monomer in a liquid inert diluent, to provide a 
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catalyst composite comprising catalyst particles embedded in olefin polymer 
particles. 

The polymer is produced directly in the fluidized bed by catalyzed 
copolymerization of the monomer and one or more comonomers on the fluidized 
particles of catalyst, supported catalyst or prepolymer within the bed. Start-up of the 
polymerization reaction is achieved using a bed of preformed polymer particles, 
which are preferably similar to the target polyolefin, and conditioning the bed by 
drying with inert gas or nitrogen prior to introducing the catalyst, the monomers and 
any other gases which it is desired to have in the recycle gas stream, such as a 
diluent gas, hydrogen chain transfer agent, or an inert condensable gas when 
operating in gas phase condensing mode. The produced polymer is discharged 
continuously or discontinuously from the fluidized bed as desired. 

The gas phase processes suitable for the practice of this invention are 
preferably continuous processes which provide for the continuous supply of 
reactants to the reaction zone of the reactor and the removal of products from the 
reaction zone of the reactor, thereby providing a steady-state environment on the 
macro scale in the reaction zone of the reactor. 

Typically, the fluidized bed of the gas phase process is operated at 
temperatures greater than 50°C, preferably from 60°C to 1 10°C, more preferably 
from 70°Cto 110°C. 

Typically the molar ratio of comonomer to monomer used in the 
polymerization depends upon the desired density for the composition being 
produced and is 0.5 or less. Desirably, when producing materials with a density 
range of from 0.91 to 0.93 the comonomer to monomer ratio is less than 0.2, 
preferably less than 0.05, even more preferably less than 0.02, and may even be 
less than 0.01 . Typically, the ratio of hydrogen to monomer is less than 0.5, 
preferably less than 0.2, more preferably less than 0.05, even more preferably less 
than 0.02 and may even be less than 0.01. 

The above-described ranges of process variables are appropriate for the gas 
phase process of this invention and may be suitable for other processes adaptable 
to the practice of this invention. 

A number of patents and patent applications describe gas phase processes 
which are adaptable for use in the process of this invention, particularly, U.S. 
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Patents 4.588,790; 4.543.399; 5.352.749; 5.436.304; 5.405,922; 5.462,999- 

5,461.123; 5.453,471 ; 5.032.562; 5.028,670; 5,473,028; 5.106.804- and 

EP applications 659,773; 692,500; and PCT Applications WO 94/29032 

WO 94/25497. WO 94/25495. WO 94/28032; WO 95/13305; WO 94/26793" and 

WO 95/07942. 

Molecular weight control agents can be used in combination with the present 
cocatalysts. Examples of such molecular weight control agents include -hydrogen 
tnalkyl aluminum compounds or other known chain transfer agents. 
Examples 

Unless otherwise stated, all manipulations were carried out in an inert 
atmosphere either in a nitrogen-filled glove box or under nitrogen using Schlenk 
techniques. 

Reagents, flac-ethylene- bis(indenyl)Zr(ll) 1,4-diphenyM,3-butadiene 
henceforward called EBIZr(ll), and /^-ethylene- bis(tetrahydroinden y i)Zr(ll) i 4- 
d.phenyl-1, 3 -butadiene. henceforward called EBTHIZrfll) were prepared as 
described in U.S. Patent 5,527,929, examples 1 1 and 33, respectively (t- 

butylamidoKtetramethyl-^-cyciopentadienyOdimethylsilanetitaniumdD^-methyl- 
1,3-pentadiene. henceforward called CGCTi(ll) was prepared as described in U S 
Patent 5,470,993, example 17. Tri S (Pentafluorophenyl)borane was purchased from 
Boulder Scientific and used without further purification. bis(hydrogenated tallow 
alkyl)methyl ammonium tris(pentafluorophenyl){4-hydroxy P henyl)borate 
henceforward called HAHB, was prepared as described in PCT98/27119. 
ISOPAR«E hydrocarbon mixture was obtained from Exxon Chemical Company All 
other solvents were purchased from Aldrich Chemical Company as anhydrous 
reagents and were further purified by a nitrogen purge and by passing them down a 
12 inch column of chunk alumina which had been heat treated overnight at 250°C. 

Preparation of TEA-treated ES-70 silica. A200g sample of Crosfield ES- 
70 s,lica was calcined for 4 hours at 500°C in air. then transferred to a nitrogen-filled 
glove box. A 20 g sample of the silica was slurried in 120 mL hexane, and 30.8 mL 
of a 1 .0 M solution of triethylaluminum in hexanes was added over several minutes 
The slurry was allowed to stand for 1 hour. At this time, the solids were collected on 
a fritted funnel, washed three times with hexanes, and dried in vacuo. 
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Preparation of TEA-treated 948 silica. A 200 sample of Davison 948 silica 
(available from Grace-Davison) was calcined for 4 hours at 250°C in air, then 
transferred to a nitrogen-filled glove box. A 15 g sample of the silica was slurried in 
90 mL hexane r and 30 mL of a 1.0 M solution of triethylaluminum in hexane was 
added over several minutes. The addition rate was slow enough to prevent solvent 
reflux. The slurry was agitated on a mechanical shaker for 1 hour. At this time, the 
solids were collected on a fritted funnel, washed three times with 50 mL portions of 
hexanes, and dried in vacuo. 

Preparation of Scavenger. ES-70 silica from Crosfield was calcined in air t in 
a fiat tray, at 200°C for four hours. The calcined silica was poured into a dry glass 
bottle and quickly transferred to an inert atmosphere glove box. In the dry box, 
30.0 g of the calcined ES-70 were accurately weighed into a 500 mL Schlenk flask, 
and 150 mL of hexane were added to make a slurry. The flask was fitted with a 
septum and taken out of the drybox where 0.90 mL of deionized water were added. 
The flask was shaken vigorously, by hand, for a few moments and then returned to 
the drybox. Next, 1 00 mL of 1 M TEA in hexane were added to the flask, by syringe, 
while swirling the flask by hand. The total addition time was 5 minutes. The flask 
was agitated vigorously by hand and left to stand for about an hour. The treated 
silica was filtered on a fritted funnel and washed with several volumes of hexane. 
The silica was returned to the Schlenk flask and dried to constant weight under 
vacuum at ambient temperature. 

Agitated Dry-Phase Poiymerization Reactions. A 2.5-L stirred, fixed bed 
autoclave was charged with 300 g dry NaCI, and stirring was begun at 300 rpm. 
The reactor was pressurized to 7 bar ethylene and heated to the polymerization 
reaction temperature. 1-hexene and hydrogen were introduced to the appropriate 
ppm concentration, as measured by massed 56 and 2 on a mass spectrometer, 
respectively. A scavenger, prepared as described above, was introduced to the 
reactor. In a separate vessel, 0.1 g of the supported catalyst was mixed with an 
additional 0*5 g of the scavenger. The combined catalyst and scavenger were 
subsequently injected into the reactor. Ethylene pressure was maintained on a feed 
as demand, and hexene was fed as a liquid to the reactor to maintain the ppm 
concentration. Temperature was regulated by dual heating and cooling baths. 
After 90 minutes the reactor was depressurized, and the salt and polymer were 
removed via a dump, valve. The polymer was washed with copious distilled water to 
remove the salt, then dried at 50°C. 
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Example One: Monoimpreonated EBiZrfllVFAB Catalyst 

To 3.0 g of Et 3 AI treated ES-70 silica prepared as described above was 
added 8 mL of toluene and 3.20 mL of a 0.037 M ethylene EBiZr(ll) solution in 
toluene. The mixture was dried under vacuum at ambient temperature until the 
fiuidization of the powder ceased. Two days later, to 1 g of the above powder was 
added 0.22 mL of a 0.1 M solution of tris(pentafluorophenyi)borane, and the powder 
was mixed until it was homogenous. The solvent was not dried from the pores of 
the silica. Five days after the tris(pentaflurophenyl)borane addition, the catalyst was 
tested for olefin polymerization activity as described above with a hexene 
concentration of 3000 ppm, no added hydrogen, and a polymerization temperature 
of 70°C. Addition of 0.1 g catalyst resulted in a 16°C exotherm and a gently 
decaying kinetic profile with a net efficiency of 40 g/gHrBar over 90 minutes. 

Example Two: Double Impregnated CGCTidiVHAHB Catalyst 

To 2.5 mL of a 0.04 M solution of HAHB in toluene was added 60 nL of a 1 .9 
M EtaAl solution. The solution was next added to 2.5 g of EfeAl -treated Davison 
948 silica prepared as described above. The mixture was vigorously agitated to a 
free flowing powder, then the solvent was removed under vacuum. Next, 0.5 mL of 
a 0.2 M solution of CGCTi(il) in lsopar®E was added to the dry supported 
cocatalyst. The mixture was again agitated, then the solvent was removed in vacuo 
yielding a brown-green solid. A 0.1 g sample of the catalyst was evaluated for 
polymerization activity as described above with a hexene concentration of 3000 
ppm and a hydrogen concentration of 800 ppm. Injection of the catalyst resulted in 
a 5.5°C exotherm. After the initial exotherm it had a moderately decaying kinetic 
profile. The net activity was 99 g/gHrBar for a 90 minute run. 

Example Three: Comparative Example of a Slurried and Dried CGCTifllVHAHB 
Catalyst 

To 3 mL of a 0.040 M solution of HAHB in toluene was added 70 ^L of a 1 .9 
M EtaAl solution in toluene. This solution was mixed for 30 seconds, then was 
added to 3.0 g EtsAI-treated Davison 348 silica prepared as described above in 12 
mL toluene. To this slurry was added 0.55 mL of a 0.22 M solution of CGCTi(H) in 
toluene. The combined mixture was slurried briefly (<1 minute), and the solvent 
was removed under vacuum to give a free flowing, green/brown solid. A 0.1 g 
sample of the catalyst was evaluated for polymerization activity under identical 
conditions as described above in example 2. Catalyst injection resulted in a 30°C 
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exotherm. After the initial exotherm it had steeply decaying kinetic profile. The net 
activity was 53 g/gHrBar for a 90 minute run. 

Example Four: DnnhlP I mpregnated FBIZrfln/HAHR c Q t a i U ot 

In an inert atmosphere dry box, 2.0 g of Crosfield ES-70 silica prepared as 
described above was accurately weighed into a 1 00 mL schlenk flask. In a separate 
container, 1 .2 mL of 0.081 M HAHB in toluene and 60 fiL of 1 .76 M TEA were 
together for one minute. The solution was quantitatively transferred to the silica via 
syringe, and the silica was agitated to a uniform and free flowing powder. The 
solvent was removed under vacuum at ambient temperature until the point of 
constant weight. Next, 2.5 mL of 0.026 M EBIZr(ll) solution in toluene were added, 
and the mixture was vigorously agitated until the powder was uniform and free 
flowing. The solvent was removed under vacuum at ambient temperature until the 
point of constant weight. 2.0 g of red catalyst powder were recovered. A gas phase 
batch polymerization reaction was carried out at 70°C as described above with a 
hexene concentration of 8000 ppm and no added hydrogen. Injection of 0.1 g of 
the catalyst resulted in a 7.9°C exotherm. After the initial exotherm, the reaction 
proceeded with a stable kinetic profile. The net activity was 63 g/gHrBar for a 90 
minute run. 

Example Five: Double Impregnated F B THlZrfllVMAHB Cataly st 

In an inert atmosphere glove box, 2.0 g of Crosfield ES-70 silica prepared 
as described above were accurately weighed into a 100 mL schlenk flask. In a 
separate flash, 0.78 mL of a 0.081 M solution of HAHB in toluene and 40 pL of 1 .76 
M TEA in toluene were combined. The solution was quantitatively transferred to the 
silica using a syringe, and the silica was agitated until to a uniform and free flowing 
powder. The solvent was removed under vacuum at ambient temperature until the 
point of constant weight. Next, 2.5 mL of a 0.017 M solution of EBTHIZr(ll) in 
toluene was added, and the mixture was vigorously agitated to a uniform, free 
flowing powder. The solvent was removed under vacuum at ambient temperature 
until the point of constant weight. A gas phase batch polymerization reaction was 
carried out at 70°C as described above with a hexene concentration of 8000 ppm 
and 850 ppm hydrogen. Injection of 0.05 g of the catalyst resulted in a 5°C 
exotherm. After the initial exotherm, the reaction proceeded with a stable kinetic 
profile. The net activity was 1 30 g/gHrBar for a 90 minute run. 
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CLAIMS: 

1 • A process for preparing an olefin polymerization catalyst comprising: 

A. calcining silica at a temperature of 30 to 1 000°C to form calcined 
silica, 

B. reacting the calcined silica with an agent selected from the group 
consisting of: 

i. Lewis acid alkylating agents, 

ii. silane or chlorosilane functionalizing agents, and 

Hi. aluminum components selected from an alumoxane or an 
aluminum compound of the formula AIR 1 *R2 y ., wherein r1 
independently each occurrence is hydride or R, R2 j s hydride, 
R or OR, x* is 2 or 3, y' is 0 or 1 and the sum of x' and y' is 3, 
to form a support precursor having a specified pore volume, 
C applying to the support precursor a first solution in a compatible 
solvent of one of the following: 

(1 ) a complex of a metal of Groups 3-1 0 of the Periodic Table of 
the Elements or 

(2) a cocatalyst selected from the group consisting of non- 
polymeric, non-oJigomeric complexes capable of activating the 
complex of (C)(i) for the polymerization of a-olefins 

and optionally removing the compatible solvent to form a supported 
procatalyst; 

D. applying to the supported procatalyst a second solution in a 
compatible solvent of the other of the catalyst or cocatalyst of (C) to 
form a supported catalyst, wherein the second solution is provided in 
an amount such that 1 00 percent of the pore volume of the support 
precursor is not exceeded; and 

E. optionally removing the compatible solvent from the supported 
catalyst to form a recovered supported catalyst system. 

The process of Claim 1, wherein the first solution of (C) Is provided in an 
amount not In excess of 100 percent of the pore volume of the support 
precursor, and wherein the compatible solvent of step (C) is removed from 
the supported procatalyst by heating, subjecting to reduced pressure, or a 
combination thereof. 
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3. The process of Claim 1 , wherein the first solution of (C) is provided in an 
amount not in excess of 100 percent of the pore volume of the support 
precursor, and wherein the optional removal of compatible solvent of step (C) 
is not employed. 

4. The process of Claim 1 , wherein step (C) further comprises: 

(i) forming a slurry of the support precursor in the compatible solvent, 

(ii) adding to the slurry, the complex of step (C){1 ) or the cocatalyst of 
step (C)(2) to form a procatalyst slurry, and 

(iii) removing the compatible solvent from the procatalyst slurry to form 
the supported procatalyst. 

5. The process of Claim 1 , wherein the Group 3-1 0 metal complex is 
L-iMXfnX'pX'p, or a dimer thereof wherein: 

L is an anionic, delocalized, 7t-bonded group that is bound to M, containing 
up to 50 nonhydrogen atoms, optionally two L groups may be joined together 
through one or more substituents thereby forming a bridged structure, and further 
optionally one L may be bound to X through one or more substituents of L; 

M is a metal of Group 4 of the Periodic Table of the Elements in the +2, +3 
or +4 formal oxidation state; 

X is an optional, divalent substituent of up to 50 non-hydrogen atoms that 
together with L forms a metallocycie with Wlf 

X* is an optional neutral Lewis base having up to 20 non-hydrogen atoms; 

X" each occurrence is a monovalent, anionic moiety having up to 40 non- 
hydrogen atoms, optionally, two X" groups may be covalently bound together 
forming a divalent dianionic moiety having both valences bound to M f or form a 
neutral, conjugated or nonconjugated diene that is 7t-bonded to M (whereupon M is 
in the +2 oxidation state), or further optionally one or more X" and one or more X* 
groups may be bonded together thereby forming a moiety that is both covalently 
bound to M and coordinated thereto by means of Lewis base functionality; 

lis 1 or 2; 

m is 0 or 1; 

n is a number from 0 to 3; 

p is an integer from 0 to 3; and 

the sum, l+m+p, is equal to the formal oxidation state of M. 

6. The process of Claim 5 T wherein the Group 3-10 metal complex 
contains two L groups which are linked by a bridging group, wherein the bridging 
group corresponds to the formula (ER*2)x» wherein E is silicon or carbon, R* 
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independently each occurrence is hydrogen or a group selected from silyl, 
hydrocarbyl, hydrocarbyloxy and combinations thereof, said FT having up to 30 
carbon or silicon atoms, and x is 1 to 8. 

7. The process of Claim 5, wherein the Group 3-10 metal complex 
corresponds to the formula: 

R3 v R 3 
R 3 -<^gd-R 3 



R< \ <0 
r, MX-. 

R 3 <^R 3 



R 3 R 3 



or 




wherein: 



M is titanium, zirconium or hafnium, preferably zirconium or hafnium, in the 
+2 or +4 formal oxidation state; 



R in each occurrence independently is selected from the group consisting of 
hydrogen, hydrocarbyl, silyl, germyl, cyano, halo and combinations thereof, said R 3 
having up to 20 non-hydrogen atoms, or adjacent R 3 groups together form a 
divalent derivative (that is, a hydrocarbadiyl, siladiyl or germadiyl group) thereby 
forming a fused ring system, and 

X" independently each occurrence is an anionic ligand group of up to 40 
nonhydrogen atoms, or two X" groups together form a divalent anionic ligand group 
of up to 40 nonhydrogen atoms or together are a conjugated diene having from 4 to 
30 non-hydrogen atoms forming a 7r-complex with M, whereupon M is in'the +2 
formal oxidation state, and 

R*, E and x are as previously defined. 

8. The process of Claim 1 , wherein the Group 3-10 metal complex 
corresponds to the formula: 

L|MX m X' n X" p , or a dimer thereof 
wherein: 

L is an anionic, delocalized, 7t-bonded group that is bound to M, containing 
up to 50 nonhydrogen atoms; 

M is a metal of Group 4 of the Periodic Table of the Elements in the +2. +3 
or +4 formal oxidation state; 
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X is a divalent substituent of up to 50 non-hydrogen atoms that together with 
L forms a metallocycle with M; 

X' is an optional neutral Lewis base ligand having up to 20 non-hydrogen 

atoms; 

X" each occurrence is a monovalent, anionic moiety having up to 20 non- 
hydrogen atoms, optionally two X" groups together may form a divalent anionic 
moiety having both valences bound to M or a neutral C^0 conjugated diene T and 

further optionally X' and X" may be bonded together thereby forming a moiety that is 
both covalently bound to M and coordinated thereto by means of Lewis base 
functionality; 

I is 1 or 2; 

m is 1; 

n is a number from 0 to 3; 

p is an integer from 1 to 2; and 

the sum, l+m+p, is equal to the formal oxidation state of M. 
9. The process of Claim 8, wherein the metal complex corresponds to the 



wherein: 

M is titanium or zirconium in the +2 or +4 formal oxidation state; 

R 3 in each occurrence independently is selected from the group consisting of 
hydrogen, hydrocarbyl, silyl, germyl, cyano, halo and combinations thereof, said R 3 
having up to 20 non-hydrogen atoms, or adjacent R 3 groups together form a 
divalent derivative (that is, a hydrocarbadiyl, siladiyl or germadiyi group) thereby 
forming a fused ring system, 

each X" is a halo, hydrocarbyl, hydrocarbyloxy orsiiyi group, said group 
having up to 20 nonhydrogen atoms, or two X" groups together form a C5.30 

conjugated diene; 

Y is -O, -S-, -NR*-, -PR*-; and 

Z is SiR* 2 , CR* 2 , SiR* 2 SiR* 2 , CR* 2 CR* 2 , CR*=CR*, CR* 2 SiR* 2 , or GeR* 2 , 
wherein: R* is as previously defined. 



formula: 




-41 - 



WO 00/40623 



PCT/US99/28850 



10. The process of Claim 1 1 wherein the cocatalyst is represented by the formula 

(L*-H) d + (Af- 

wherein: 

L* is a neutral Lewis base; 
(L*-H)+ is a Bronsted acid; 

A'* is a noncoordinating r compatible anion having a charge of d-, and 
d is an integer from 1 to 3. 

1 1 . The process of Claim 1 , wherein the cocatalyst is represented by the 
formula: 

(L*-H)*(BQ 4 )"; 

wherein: 

L* is a neutral Lewis base; 

B is boron in a formal oxidation state of 3; and 

Q is a hydrocarbyh hydrocarbyloxy-, fluorinated hydrocarbyl-, fluorinated 
hydrocarbyloxy-, or fluorinated silylhydrocarbyl- group of up to 20 nonhydrogen 
atoms, with the proviso that in not more than one occasion is Q hydrocarbyl. 

12. The process of Claim 1 , wherein the cocatalyst comprises a salt of a cationic 
oxidizing agent and a noncoordtnating, compatible anion represented by the 
formula: 

(Ox%(A ,d 7e f 

wherein, 

Ox** is a cationic oxidizing agent having a charge of e+; 
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e is an integer from 1 to 3; and 

A ,d * is a noncoordinating, compatible anion having a charge of d-, and 
d is an integer from 1 to 3. 

13. The process of Claim 1 , wherein the cocatalyst comprises a salt of a 
carbenium ion and a noncoordinating, compatible anion represented by the formula: 

© + A" 

wherein: 

is a C-i-20 carbenium ion; and 
A r is a noncoordinating, compatible anion having a charge of -1. 

14. The process of Claim 1 , wherein the cocatalyst comprises a compound 
which is a salt of a silylium ion and a noncoordinating, compatible anion represented 
by the formula: 

R 3 Si(X')A'' 

wherein: 

Ris C1-10 hydro carbyl; 
X r is hydrogen or R; and 

A'" is a noncoordinating, compatible anion having a charge of -1 . 

15. The process of Claim 1 , wherein the support precursor is characterized as 
having a pore volume, as determined by nitrogen adsorption, of from 0.1 to 3 cm 3 /g. 

16. The process of Claim 1 , wherein the reacting of the calcined silica with the 
agent comprises: 

(a) adding to the calcined silica sufficient solvent to achieve a slurry; 
{b) adding to the slurry the agent in an amount of 0.1 to 5 mmol agent 

per gram of calcined silica, to form a treated support; 
(c) washing the treated support to remove unreacted agent to form a 

washed support, and 
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drying the washed support by heating and/or by subjecting to 
reduced pressure. 



17, The process of Claim 1 , wherein the support precursor is characterized as 
having a residual hydroxy! content of less than 2 mmol of OH per gram of support 
precursor. 

1 8. The process of Claim 1 , wherein at least one of the supported procatalyst or 
the supported catalyst is treated by at least one of the following: 

a. applying thereto a vacuum of from 0.05 to 150 Torn or 

b. heating to a temperature of from 0 to 60°C. 



1 9. A process for polymerizing at least one a-oiefin monomer comprising: 
A. preparing a supported cocatalyst by: 

i. calcining silica at a temperature of 30 to 1000°C to form 
calcined silica r 

ii. reacting the calcined silica with an agent selected from the 
group consisting of: 

(a) Lewis acid alkylating agents, 

(b) siiane or chlorosilane functionalizing agents, and 

(c) aluminum components selected from an alumoxane or 
an aluminum compound of the formula AIR^R 2 /, 
wherein R 1 independently each occurrence is hydride 
or R, R 2 is hydride, R or OR, x' is 2 or 3, y' is 0 or 1 
and the sum of x* and y' is 3, 

to form a support precursor having a specified pore volume. 
Hi, applying to the support precursor a first solution in a 
compatible solvent of one of the following: 

(a) a complex of a metal of Groups 3-1 0 of the Periodic 
Table of the Elements or 

(b) a cocatalyst selected from the group consisting of non- 
polymeric, non-oligomeric complexes capable of 
activating the complex of {C)(i) for the polymerization 
of a-olefins 
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and optionally removing the compatible solvent to form a 
supported procatalyst; 

iv. applying to the recovered supported procatalyst a second 
solution in a compatible solvent of the other of the catalyst or 
cocatalyst of (C) to form a supported catalyst, wherein the 
second solution is provided in an amount such that 1 00 
percent of the pore volume of the support precursor is not 
exceeded; and 

v. optionally removing the compatible solvent from the 
supported catalyst to form a recovered supported catalyst 
system; 

B. pressurizing a gas phase polymerization reactor with the at least one 
a-olef in monomer to be polymerized; 

C. introducing the recovered supported catalyst system to the gas 
phase polymerization reactor; 

D. activating the recovered supported catalyst system; and 

E. recovering the polymerized product from the reactor. 



20. The process of Claim 19, further comprising providing to the reactor a 
tri(hydrocarbyl)aluminum compound having from 1 to 1 0 carbons in each hydrocarbyl 
group, an oligomeric or polymeric alumoxane compound, a di(hydrocarbyl)(hydro- 
carbyloxy)aluminum compound having from 1 to 10 carbons in each hydrocarbyl or 
hydrocarbyloxy group, or a mixture of the foregoing compounds, wherein such 
providing occurs either prior to, during, or subsequent to the introduction to the 
reactor of the recovered supported catalyst system. 
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